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able to make a successful ditching. A rescue aircraft
soon had the pilot on his way back to K-18. The
other two pilots, First Lieutenant Ralph H. Thomas,
Jr., and Second Lieutenant Carl R. Lundquist, went
down with their planes and were killed.

VMF-312 lost only one pilot during the month of
November, and this was due to enemy action. The
single loss came on 4 November when Major James
H. Crutchfield's Corsair was hit while attacking a
bridge. The pilot was killed when he tried to land in a
stream bed.

The following month three aircraft were destroyed
and Sergeant Donald Bartoli was killed when a
crippled Navy Douglas AD-4 Skyraider crashed into
the Checkerboard flight line. Four other Marines
working on the F4Us were injured, but none
seriously.

Any hopes of 1952 being a year free from pilot
losses were quickly destroyed on 1 January. Captain
Robert W. Gilardi's craft was hit and caught fire.
Before he managed to bail out, Captain Gilardi
suffered severe burns which contributed to his
capture and death shortly thereafter. Sixteen days
later, Captain Walter A. Chinin, Jr., was killed. A
burst of antiaircraft fire sent his plane into a violent
spin; Chinin never pulled out.

The end of January brought a change in location
for VMF-312. On the 26th, the squadron began
moving from K-18 to ltami and immediately began
FCLPs in preparation for shipboard duty. Unfor-
tunately, the noncombat environment did not
eliminate pilot deaths. On 28 Janury, 1952, Captain
Joseph E. Blattman was killed when his plane ap-
parently stalled in the FCLP pattern and crashed.

By 11 February, 50 officers, 186'enlistecl men, and
22 F4U-4s, which were acquired from VMF-212 for
22 F4U-4Bs, were on board the carrier USS Bairoko
(CVE 11). On 17 February the squadron began
operations from the Bairoko. On 25 February, while
the mission capability remained the same as in the
past, the unit's designation was changed to Marine
Attack Squadron (VMA) 312. During this cruise,
which ended on 20 April 1952, squadron losses
decreased considerably. Only six aircraft were
destroyed, and the only death occurred on 5 March
when Captain Kenneth L. Dodson's Corsair crashed
and burned after being hit by antiaircraft fire.

The end of the cruise with the Bairoko did not
mean the end of sea duty for the Checkerboards. On
21 April, the squadron moved directly to the Bataan
where it remained until 21 July 1952. In the three
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months with the Bataan, VMA-12 lost 13 planes,
eight of them to enemy action. The only death came
on 15 July when First Lieutenant Guy A. McLaury 's
F4U-4 crashed on takeoff from K-6 en route to the
carrier.

Upon departing the Bat aan , the squadron relocated
to Pyongtaek (K-6). Until the end of August,
operations continued with the only interruption
being a carrier qualification period again on board the
Sicily for newly joined aviators. Three Corsairs were
lost during the month, but no pilots were lost.

The squadron's land-based activities ended on 4
September 1952 as the unit moved on board the
Sicily. The most spectacular combat operation
during September was the destruction of a Com-
munist MIG-15 jet fighter by a Corsair. On 10
September, Captains Jesse G. Folmar and Walter E.
Daniels were attacked by eight MIG-1 5s which made
repeated firing runs on the slower F4Us as they tried
to get out of the area. After one of the MIGs com-
pleted a run on the Corsairs, instead of breaking off to
the side, the jet pulled up directly in front of Captain
Folmar's guns. A quick burst of the 20mm cannon
soon had the MIG ablaze and heading for the ground.
The kill marked the first time an American had
downed a jet fighter with a propeller-driven aircraft.
Another MIG retaliated with a burst of 37mm fire
which forced Captain Folmar to bail out, but he was
rescued and returned to the ship. Captain Daniels'
plane was not hit and safely landed on board the
carrier.

On 19 October, the Sicily was relieved on station,
and the USS Badoeng Strait (CVE 116) became the
new home for the Checkerboards. While attached to
the Badoeng Strait, the squadron attacked enemy
small craft operating in the rivers and sanctuaries of
North Korea as well as numerous enemy in-
stallations ashore. Ground fire and operational ac-
cidents continued to plague the squadron. On 27
November, Major Raymond J. Rightmyer, Jr., was
killed in a landing accident at an emergency field.
Exactly 30 days later, First Lieutenant John B.
Goery's F4U was damaged by antiaircraft fire.
Although he bailed out successfully, he was lost at
sea.

On 9 February 1953, the squadron moved back to
the Bataan. The unit now had 34 officers, 170
enlisted men, and a mix of 13 F4U-4s and 11 F4U-
4Bs. Continuing the blockade and the coastal support
mission, the Checkboards now carried another
weapon, the 11.75-inch Tiny Tim air-to -ground


